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[N 6323/22/97]

Lieutenant-Colonel Humphrys to ¢

(No. 14.)
My Lord,
1 HAVE the honour
report of a conversation |
chief of the Afghan armj
A copy of this di ch
the Government of India.

wuuries, 1nstead ot drawing closer, would seriously deteriorate.”
‘xl“.nﬂ}ld '}hl».t. in spite of the tregmendoua excitement that had been caused
Thbdﬂlbmg'meldant, unprecedented efforts were being made to carry out my
‘The

i8.  Lhe arrest of Daud Shah and Ardali was no ordinary achievement, and this,
in conjunction

€ with the dismissal of the editor of the * Ittihad-i-Mashriqi,” was
nsidered by the people of the Eastern Province as a sign that the Afghan Government
W under the domination of the British. The Kohat murderers had been declared to

| Ameer’s enemies, and the most stringent orders had been issued for their arrest
if found in Afghanistan. Adam Khan hud been recalled from the Waziristan border,
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~ result from a too }.\a.sty‘T capitulation to the demands of the British Government.

i aa.i.d that the arrest and punishment of abominable criminals. the correction_ of
the scurrilous and outrageous tone of the Afghan semi-official press, and the squashing
of anti-British intrigues on the Waziristan border were questions which could not -
goasibly admit of any delay. A good beginning had been mude, and it was essential to
ollow 1t up b deﬁm'tely giendly actions, without which mere assurances were useless.

Nadir Khan protested that everything possible was being done by the A_fgbgm
Government to fulfil their obligations,-and he earnestly pleaded that, in order to Jjustify
the Ameer's present attitude in the eyes of his people, some generous gesture towards
Afghanistan might be made by Great Britain. For instance, he said, if a single
aeroplane could be flown from India and presented by me to the Ameer, it would
produce a wonderful effect on the Afghan people. : s

I said that the relations between our two countries had recently been strained to
the utmost, and, before everything else, it was necessary that confidence should be
restored. This could only be done by the prompt fulfilment of the Afghan assurances,
of which I bad acquainted my Government. i

Nadir Khan gave me his word that he wculd do everything in his power to ensure
their fulfilment.
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